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Deaxr Mr. Sihtzenich:

lette erein you states

reby reqiegt your opinion on the follow-

y Board has fixed the number
‘State's Attorneys and has appro-
priated under their annual budget an amount
of money for the payment of the salary of each
of the aasistants, is it the County Boaxrd or

is it the State's Attorney who actually sets
the salary within the limits of the appropria-
tion? And secondly, is it the State's Attorney
or the County Board that appoints the Assistant
State's Attorney and also has the power to
terminate employment of an Assiatant State's
Attorney?" -
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Section 2 of "AN ACT fixing and providing for the
payrent of the salaries of State's attorneys and their assist-~
ants, defining their duties, providing for the appointment of
assistants, and to provide for the collection and disposition
of fees, fines, forfeitures and penalties provided by law to
be paid to the state's attorney, and to repeal all Acts in
conflict herewith," (X1ll. Rev. Stats., 1971, ch. 53, par. 18),
[he:einafter referred to as the State's Attorneys Salaries

Act], provides as follows:

"Where assistant State's Attorneys are re-
quired in any county, the number of such
assistants and the salaries to be paid such
assistants shall be determined by the board
of county commissioners or supervisors, as
the case may be, and the salaries of such
asgistants shall be paid out of the county
treasury in guarterly annual installments,
on the order of the county board on the
treasurer of said county. Such assistant
State's Attorneys to be named by the State's
Attorney of the county, and when so appoint-
ed shall take oath of office in like manner
as State's Attorneys, and shall be under the
supexvision of the State's Attorney.”

If the language of a statute is plain and unambiguous,

there is no need for construction of the statute. (Peocple ex

rel. Helson v. Olympic Hotel Building coxp., 405 Ill, 440). An
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unambiguous statute wmust be held to mean what it plainly ex-
presses (Levinson v. Home Bank & Trust Co., 337 Ill. 241) and
its plain and obvious meaning may not be enlarged or restricted.

Pecple ex rel. Chadwick v. Sergel, 269 I1l., 619.

I am of the opinicn that section 2 of the State's
Attorneys Salaries Act is unambiguous and must be held to mean
what it plainly exﬁressea. Section 2 clearly states that the.
county board has the power to determine the number of assistant
state's attorneys to be employed by the county. Also, the
county board hae the power to determine the salaries to be

paid these assistant state‘’s attorneys.

The state's aﬁtorney appoints the assistant state's
attorneys. Thus, he possesses the concomifant power to dis-~

charge an assistant state's attorney.

In answer to your questions, the county board deter-
mines the saiaries of the assistant state's attorneys. The
state's attorney appoints the assistant state's attorney and
has the power to terminate the employment of an assistant
state's attorney.

Very truly yours,

ATTORNEY GENERAL




